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that same great dogma which is rightly  known  as the " Mystery of

Faith."

[See  Messenger of the  Sacred Heart >  August,   1926.     Alzog;
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FEBRUARY 7
SHERWOOD, THE BLESSED THOMAS, MARTYR
(1551-1578)
OWING to various mistakes in some of the contemporary and later accounts,
several erroneous details have been handed down concerning this inter-
esting personage, whose life and death are among the most edifying of
the biographies of the English martyrs* The father of the Blessed Thomas
Sherwood was a native of Nottingham, and for a time a student of New
College, Oxford, but being unable to graduate by reason of the recently
introduced oath of Supremacy, left the University and took to trade, his
business being that of a woollen draper in London. He married Eliza-
beth Tregian, sister of Mr Francis Tregian of Volveden, Cornwall, in
whose house the Blessed Cuthbert Maine was arrested in June 1577,
Thomas was one of the fourteen children born to this pious pair* He
left school at the age of fifteen, after which he helped his father in his
business, but owing to the ever-increasing penal statutes under Elizabeth,
the family found it necessary to leave London and live first at Nottingham,
the paternal birthplace, and then in Dorsetshire, where one of the sons
was already married and settled. Most of the family subsequently returned
to London, where they lived in great retirement* It must have been this
period that Fr. Parsons refers to in the account he gives of the future
martyr's austerities, describing how he lived in solitary places, wearing a
hair-shirt, and sleeping on a board !
While in Dorsetshire, the Sherwoods seem to have become acquainted
with Lady Tregonwell, relict of Sir John Tregonwell1 That gentleman
had been one of Henry VIII's Commissioners for the disposal of the Abbey
property, and as part of his reward received the estates of Milton or
Middleton Abbey, a Benedictine House, founded as far back as 933 by
King Athelstane. Sir John died I3th January, 1565, and apparently a
Catholic, judging by the last part of the inscription on his tomb, asking
for prayers for his souL Whether this were so or not,,his widow certainly
was a Catholic, and it was in the secret chapel of her house that Thomas
Sherwood, and, no doubt, the other members of his family as well, used
1 Pronounced, and sometime* spelt in contemporaity documents, Tregonncll